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Being Socially Principled

As we live out the Christian faith, we often need a road
map. Some of the terrain will be familiar, but twists and
turns are inevitable. Yet, we are invited to make a good-
faith response to the invitation to love others and care
for God's creation.

One road map is the Social Principles of The United
Methodist Church. These principles are not considered
church law but are signposts on our faith journey.
They help us relate to the world around us. Our faith is
“personal” but also “social.” The Social Principles are intended to
help us move closer to God's vision for the world.

The Social Principles trace their origin to 1908, when in a rapidly changing world, the
question Christians were asking was: How are we to behave in our public life? The
Methodist Church formulated a Social Creed, the first document of its kind written by a
church.

The Creed grew into the Social Principles in 1972, and their first major revision was released
last year.

Where to find the Social Principles

You can read the Social Principles online by visiting UMC.org and searching for “Our Social
Principles.”

You may purchase them in booklet form for $9.99 at Cokesbury.com. Search for
“Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 2025-2028."

You can download a PDF of the Social Principles at this link:
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/124
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Outline of the Social Principles

The United Methodist Church believes God's love for the world is an active and engaged
love, a love seeking justice and liberty. We cannot just be observers. So we care enough
about people's lives to risk interpreting God's love, to take a stand, to call each of us into a
response, no matter how controversial or complex. The church helps us think and act out of
a faith perspective, not just respond to all the other 'mind-makers-up' that exist in our
society."

Excerpt from The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church 2020/2024. Copyright © 2024 by The United Methodist Publishing
House.

Preface: Social Principles

The Social Principles are a prayerful and thoughtful effort of the General Conference to
speak to the issues in the contemporary world from a sound biblical and theological
foundation.

Preamble

We affirm our unity in Jesus Christ while acknowledging differences in applying our faith in
different cultural contexts as we live out the gospel.

Community of All Creation

All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it.
The Economic Community

As United Methodists, we profess that all we are and all that we possess, belong to God.
The Social Community

As United Methodists, we affirm that human beings are made for God and for one another.
The Political Community

We support structures in the church and in civil society that honor the basic freedoms and
rights of all human beings and protect God'’s creation.

Our Social Creed
Our Social Creed is a statement of faith reflecting our Social Principles.
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Our Social Creed

The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2020/2024

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God's gifts, and we repent of our
sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends.

We affirm the natural world as God's handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation,
enhancement, and faithful use by humankind.



We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, marriage,

and the family.

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the aging,
and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights and

dignity of all persons.

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good of
themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to
property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the
elimination of economic and social distress. We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the
world, to the rule of justice and law among nations, and to individual freedom for all people

of the world.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’'s Word in human affairs and gladly
accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.

A Companion Litany to Our Social Creed

God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ,
calls us by grace
to be renewed in the image of our Creator,
that we may be one
in divine love for the world.

Today is the day
God cares for the integrity of creation,
wills the healing and wholeness of all life,
weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness.
And so shall we.

Today is the day

God embraces all hues of humanity,
delights in diversity and difference,
favors solidarity transforming strangers

into friends.

And so shall we.

Today is the day
God cries with the masses of starving
people,

despises growing disparity between rich
and poor,

demands justice for workers in the
marketplace.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God deplores violence in our homes and
streets,
rebukes the world’s warring madness,
humbles the powerful and lifts up the
lowly.
And so shall we.

Today is the day
God calls for nations and peoples to live in
peace,

celebrates where justice and mercy
embrace,

exults when the wolf grazes with the lamb.
And so shall we.

Today is the day

God brings good news to the poor,
proclaims release to the captives,
gives sight to the blind, and
sets the oppressed free.

And so shall we.

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church -
2020/2024. Copyright 2024 by The United Methodist Publishing
House
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Presentation notes

Title slide

Scripture [John 13:34-35]

"I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you
also should love one another.

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

How do we “love one another” in the public square?

How we organize ourselves, make decisions, care for one another, and pursue the common
good.

That's what politics is
Distinguished from partisanship
Arguing for a particular party’s policy as the correct one.
Examples of “political” topics (not inherently partisan):
Justice and fairness
Poverty and public welfare
Immigration as a moral/social issue
Stewardship of resources
Human dignity
Public safety
Caring for the marginalized

These issues can be discussed from moral, ethical, or biblical convictions without aligning
with any party.

Why do we believe what we believe?

|:> Ask for responses



Where do we get our partisan leanings?

1. Many people choose their party as much because they oppose the other party’s policies
as because they support their own.

o About 78% of Republicans and 68% of Democrats say the harm they believe the other
party’s policies cause is a major reason for their partisan identity.

« Similarly, about three-quarters of both parties say their own party’s policies being
“good for the country” is a major reason for affiliation.

2. People tend to align with a party when they feel that “people like me” are represented by
that party.

« Over half of Republicans and Democrats cite their party “sticking up for people like
them” as a major factor.

3. Exposure to political information—especially information that allows comparison between
parties—tends to strengthen partisan identity.

. Active political discussion and political media consumption intensify partisan views.

. People often engage in selective recall and interpretation, interpreting information in
ways that reinforce existing party loyalties.

4. A large body of literature shows that partisan leanings correlate with:
« education level,
e income,
« race and ethnicity,
o age,
e gender,

« religious affiliation.

"I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you
also should love one another.”

John 13:34-35



ﬁ Remind people how to get them/read them (refer to their handout)

Also remind them to watch Sunday’s message by going to our Web page and clicking on
Worship Online. It's an edited version.

Go to handout

[see above]

Why this matters
These distinctions help you:
o Speak biblically about justice, compassion, and societal concerns
. without tying the church to a party or campaign
« Empower people to think, discern, and act with a Christ-centered worldview

o while avoiding unnecessary division and maintaining the church’s unity and witness

Close with Breakthrough Prayer

| Ble'eakthrough Prayer

Lord, light our way to see your limitless
possibilities for our lives, the Church,
and your world. Help us know what
you want to accomplish through us.

Ignite our desire to do your will.
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