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2026 Construction Progress 
Pictured is part of the first phase 

of a remodeling project at Cargill 
UMC. The focal points are  

adding a new main entrance to 

the building; renovating the north 
entrance; and refurbishing the 
most-used rooms on the main 

floor. Remaining projects include 
parking lot and window  
replacement. Here’s a timeline: 

2022 — Cargill accepts an  
invitation to the Missional Church 
Consultation Initiative (MCCI) 

2023 — Cargill members over-
whelmingly accept the MCCI’s 
prescriptions: a prayer initiative, 
Next Generation ministry,  
consideration of building  
improvements, a welcoming  
ministry (which became First 
Friends), and ideas to reach our 
neighbors. 

2025 — Following 18 months of 

work, a team of Cargill members 
presents a proposal for a building 

remodel, which the Church  

Council unanimously approves. 

April 2026 — Remodeling begins. 

Progress is being made on the exterior and interior of the new West Entrance 

One of the goals of the remodeling project was to  
maximize the use of the rooms on the main level for 
as many types of groups or gatherings as possible. 

As a result, most of these spaces will be identified by 
room number, rather than by a particular group or  
usage. New signs will clearly identify each room.  
Here are the general set-ups of the rooms: 

Room 106 — the first room off the new main  
entrance. Table and chairs, plus conversational space 

Room 107 — Multiple tables and chairs 

Room 108 — Primarily designed for Next Gen ministry 

Room 109 — Office suite with private conference area 

Room 110 — Relocated and remodeled nursery  

Room 111 — Library and conference room 

Music Room & Lounge — We will schedule this space 
to honor and accommodate both uses 



By Michele Arduengo 

Over the years, my daughter and  
I have engaged in several  
entertaining conversations about 
school and homework. One of our 
early homework conversations is 
particularly memorable:  

My daughter: Now, I need to draw 
and color the state flag. 

Me: Wow, the flag will be difficult to 
draw. It has the state seal on it. 

My daughter (coming to my chair 
with a picture of the state flag): No 
Mom. That’s a badger, not a seal. 
Wisconsin doesn’t have any seals. 

She was so earnest. She was so 
polite, but there was just this little 
edge of “I can’t believe my mom 
doesn’t know the difference  
between a seal and a badger” in  
her voice.  

She was right of course, the animal 
depicted on the state flag is a  
badger, and Wisconsin doesn’t 
have any seals. 

She was also wrong, because she 
was unaware of a larger truth. 

Seal has two meanings, and the 
badger is depicted as part of the 
“Seal of the Great State of  
Wisconsin.” The state flag bears a 
representation of the official state 
seal. 

English is such a confounding  
language. 

I think there is a lesson here, and 
not just a vocabulary lesson. Or a 
civics lesson. 

My daughter had started to judge 
me based on her incomplete 
knowledge of the world she lives in. 
“How could Mom be so out of 
touch?!?” 

How many times do we assume 
someone is out of touch, or not  

terribly intelligent, or uneducated or 
uncultured based on our own  
incomplete knowledge of the world 
we live in? 

How many times do we think “they 
need to get a job” or “there’s no  
excuse for…” without bothering to 
learn what the larger truth of their 
situation is. We judge appearances. 
We judge facial expressions. We 
judge smiles or the lack of them. 
We judge intent. It’s human nature 
to size up the other humans around 
us—it’s probably in our genes to  
observe the other humans in our 
environment and decide if we are 
safe or not. 

I would love to be able to write 
“Judge not let ye be judged”  
(unless you are concerned for your 
safety) and end the conversation.  

But, have you ever told your child 
that how they look is important for 
making a good first impression? 
That they really do need to comb 
their hair and iron their shirt? Only 
to have them parrot back to you 
that it’s not right to judge a person 
by their appearance? They are not 
wrong. 

I think the counter argument here is 
that you need to love yourself in 
order to love others. And, you need 
to reflect that love of yourself to the 
world. If you love yourself enough 
to take care of and respect your-
self, you can afford love your  
neighbor as yourself, and not judge 
without knowledge of their larger 
truth.  

So, as a mom, I will keep harping on 
first impressions. Love yourself. 
Look like you love yourself. And 
then, love your neighbor as well. 

Michele Arduengo, who with her husband, 
Phil Calvagna, attends Cargill UMC, is a 

lifelong writer and spiritual seeker. © 
2026 by Michele Arduengo.  
All rights reserved. 
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Cargill staff 
Lead Pastor Steve Scott  

steve@cargillumc.org 

Associate Pastor Leo Cadavos 

leo@cargillumc.org 

Pastor of Senior Ministries  

Stu Allen stu@cargillumc.org 

Deaconess Marie Severing 

mlsevering@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF CARGILL  

CHRISTIAN LEARNING  

CENTER 

Dawn Allen 

dawn@cargillumc.org 

DIRECTOR OF MEDIA  

MINISTRY 

Krystal Burton 

krystal@cargillumc.org 

DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY  

RESOURCES | FINANCE &  

OPERATIONS  

Valerie Schmoldt 

val@cargillumc.org 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Richard Severing  

severing44@gmail.com 

OFFICE MANAGER 

Jo Barrow 

jo@cargillumc.org 

MINISTRY COORDINATORS 

Heidi Alderman, Nursery Care  

Carly Buckman, Next Gen     

assistant 

Dianne Edson, Mercy & Justice  

Brittney Mansur,  

Next Generation 

John Mansur, Audio-Visual 

OPERATIONS 

Gladis Albino, Custodian 

Bill Horton, Maintenance  

Carmen Minch, Kitchen 

   Ministries Cook 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 

Mark Banner, Audio-Visual 

Pam Graper, Musician 

Brian Leeper, Organist 

Brittney Mansur, Worship  

Leader 

Laurie Mitchell, Musician 

Marie Severing, Choral Director 

Seals of approval aren’t always honest 
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Church Conference 
set for October 21 
The annual meeting of a United  
Methodist congregation is called the 
Church Conference. Cargill’s will be 
Wednesday, October 21, at 6:30pm, 
with District Superintendent Amanda 
Stein presiding. 

All members of Cargill UMC are eligible 
to attend and to vote. The agenda will 
include approval of the roster of lay 
leadership positions for 2027, clergy 

compensation, and approval of  
candidates for ministry. 

Cargill milestones 
We recognize the following milestones 
thus far in 2026: 

Baptisms 

Mia Nichols  

Parker Dempsey (scheduled Oct. 11) 

Willow Janke (scheduled Oct. 25) 

New members 

Karla Hale 

Kyle Ransom 

Michael Xiong 

Matthew & Caitlin Capaul 

Adam & Olivia Nichols 

Jeff & Diane Capaul 

Karen Georgeson 

Funerals & memorial services 

Audrey Reese     

Patrick May      

Michael John Chesmore   

David Thomas 

Ruth Barrette  

Joyce Rice  

Richard L. Ayen  

Donna Anderson  

Elton Duffy  

Roger Lambert 

Robert Butler 

Berneil Meyer 

Trunk or Treat 

New church website 



About Cargill UMC 
When we worship weekly |  

5pm Saturdays in the Chapel.  

9am & 10:45am Sundays in the 

Sanctuary. Online at 

www.CargillUMC.org 

Refreshments on Sundays | 

Before worship outside the 

Sanctuary and between worship 

services in the Fellowship Hall. 

You may bring a covered  
beverage into worship, but 

please no food.  

Free nursery care on Sundays | 

For children through age 5.  

Room 110. You may bring your 

child before or during the  

service. Pagers available.   

Holy Communion | Celebrated 

on the weekend of the first  

Sunday of the month, at all  
worship services. 

Connect, Grow & Serve | Visit 

the large bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall to see  

opportunities at Cargill UMC. 

Guest connections | We invite 

you to fill out a Welcome Card 

and bring it to the Welcome 

Center to receive a gift. Or drop 

it in the offering box or hand it 
to someone with an “Ask Me” 

nametag. To request a nametag 

for yourself, visit the Welcome 

Center. 

About the offering | You’ll find 

offering boxes at the worship 

area entrances. Or contribute 

online at: 

www.CargillUMC.org/giveonline 

Answers to prayer | In each 
service we pray a Breakthrough 

Prayer. If you’ve experienced a 

God-moment or answer to  

prayer large or small, we invite 

you to jot it on a sticky note 

next to the Garth windows for 

others to see. 

What’s a Garth? | The courtyard 

just south of the Sanctuary and 

north of the Fellowship Hall. 

Contact the office | 

608.752.0548, 

jo@cargillumc.org,  

2000 Wesley Ave., Janesville, 

WI 53548 
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One Sunday—September 13, 2026 

Six Members of Cargill United Women in Faith rode together in 

style to Lodi UMC for a SW District mtg. The speaker was from 

Wisconsin Council of Churches informing us on the topic of 

white Christian nationalism, how it started and where we are 

now. We were encouraged care for the vulnerable among us 

and create community to "widen the circle". We did have fun  

in the motorhome! Left to right, Diane Woodbury, Barb  

Eckerman, Diane Gruenwald, Chris Devine Linda Whitelock and 

Janet Dow, driver. 

Cargill celebrated a new program year with a combined worship service. This service 
included praise worship, the Wesley Chorale, our newly renovated organ, the Joyful 
Noise children's choir, a baptism, and more. Over 300 people joined in the celebration! 

United Women in Faith 
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Live Nativity 

Recurring events 

Cargill United Methodist Church 
has made online giving possible 
for quite some time. However, 

we’ve streamlined the process and made it 
simpler and more convenient for you. 

Visit CargillUMC.org/giveonline or click on 
the QR code at right. Either will take you  
directly to our new secure giving site. You 
can also use the new Cargill UMC app by 
selecting “Giving” in the menu. 

You may make a one-time gift, set up a  
recurring gift (weekly, twice-monthly, 
monthly, quarterly or annually), or pay an 
event or registration fee. You also can  
support missions or other specific projects. 

New features include your choice of giving 
using a credit card, bank account, PayPal, 
Google Pay or Venmo. You can choose to 
cover the administrative fee that is charged 
to Cargill, but it’s not required. 

The ministries and programs of Cargill UMC 
are paid for by the contributions of our 
members and friends. We are grateful for 
your support! 

Growing Generous Givers 
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